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étrangere. Les relations internationales. 2016. p. 55.
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US-Europe Analysis series. Washington DC: The Brooking institu-
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- Discours de Jacques Chirac président de la république. lors de la récep-
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- Macleod. Alex et Helene. Viau. “La France : les institutions internatio-
nales au service du rang”. Etudes Internationales. Canada : université
de Montréal. Volume 30. N2. 1999.

- Nye. Joseph S.. “Soft Power”. Slate Group. LLC: Foreign Policy. No.
80. Twentieth Anniversary (Autumn. 1990). p. 154.

- Perrineau. Pascal. “L’électorat du Front National : permanences et nou-
veautés”. Working Paper. Barcelona : Fondation National des Scienc-
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-3- Websites/ Sites Internet:

- Andrews. Herbert D.. “Bismarck’s Foreign Policy and German His-
toriography. 1919-1945”. The Journal of Modern History. The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press. Vol. 37. No. 3. Sep. 1965. pp. 350-351. In :
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1875407 ?seq=1

- Assemblé Nationale. Fiche de synthese n°2 : Le Président de la Répub-
lique : II. — Les pouvoirs du Président de la République. disponible
sur : https://www?2.assemblee-nationale.fr/decouvrir-1-assemblee/
role-et-pouvoirs-de-1-assemblee-nationale/les-institutions-francais-
es-generalites/le-president-de-la-republique#node_3255

- Cathelin. Mélanie. “Le rdle international d’un Etat : construction. in-
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politique. Institut d’études politiques de Bordeaux. 2008. p.42. Dans :
https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-00354853/document

- Charbit. Denis. «Le sionisme. un projet de gauche ou de droite ?». Cités
2011/3-4 (n°® 47-48). p. 120. Disponible sur : https://www.cairn.info/
revue-cites-2011-3-page-115.htm

- Fiammenghi. Davide. “The Security Curve and the Structure of Interna-
tional Politics: A Neorealist Synthesis”. The MIT Press: International
Security. Vol. 35. No. 4 (SPRING 2011). pp. 140-150. Available at:
https://www jstor.org/stable/412896827seq=1

- Gordon. Philip H.. “Globalization and French cultural identity”. French
Politics. Culture & Society. Vol. 19. No. 1. Spring 2001. In : https://
www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/globalfrance.pdf

- Grand. Camille. Pierre Grosser. “La scéne internationale apres la Guerre
froide”. Les Relations internationales depuis 1945. No10. 2000. pp.
155-156. Dans : https://www.cairn.info/les-relations-internationales-
1945--9782011453150-page-140.htm

- Hermann. Margaret G.. “Explaining Foreign Policy Behavior Using the
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- Hugon. Philippe. “Les trajectoires comparées d’intégration régionale”.
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- Maus. Didier. “De Gaulle et I’écriture de la Constitution”. Publications
des Archives nationales. disponible sur : https://books.openedition.
org/pan/312?lang=en

- Schweller. Randall L.. “Unanswered Threats: A Neoclassical Realist
Theory of Underbalancing”. The MIT Press: International Security.
Vol. 29. No. 2 (Fall. 2004). pp. 170-172. Available at : https://www.
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- Toppe. Keith. “The Theory of International Politics? An Analy-
sis of Neorealist Theory”. Springer: Human Studies. Vol. 21. No. 2
(Apr.. 1998). pp. 160-161. Available at: https://www jstor.org/sta-
ble/200111917seq=1

- Tribalat. Michele. “Les Musulmans en France”. Revue des Deux
Mondes. Décembre 2013. pp. 57-60. Disponible sur : https://www.
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- Vorms. Marion. “Qu’est-ce qu’une théorie scientifique ?”. Histoire et
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histoire-et-philosophie-des-sciences--9782361060398-page-170.htm
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1 Mélanie Cathelin. «Le rdle international d’un Etat : construction. in-
stitutionnalisation et changement. Le cas de la politique canadienne
de maintien de la paix en Afrique». These pour le doctorat en Science
politique. Institut d’études politiques de Bordeaux. 2008. p.42. Dans :
https://tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-00354853/document

2 1Ibid. p. 65.

3 Camille Grand. Pierre Grosser. “La sceéne internationale apres la
Guerre froide”. Les Relations internationales depuis 1945. NolO.
2000. pp. 155-156. Dans : https://www.cairn.info/les-relations-inter-
nationales-1945--9782011453150-page-140.htm

4 Meélanie Cathelin. Op. Cit. p. 76.
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12 Kenneth N. Waltz. in full Kenneth Neal Waltz. (born 1924. Ann Ar-
bor. Michigan. U.S.—died May 12. 2013. New York. New York).
American political scientist and educator best known as the originator
of the neorealist (or structural realist) theory of international relations.

13 Keith Toppe. “the Theory of International Politics? An Analy-
sis of Neorealist Theory”. Springer: Human Studies. Vol. 21. No. 2
(April 1998). pp. 160-161. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/sta-
ble/200111917seq=1

14 Colin Elman. one of the pioneers of neorealist theories of foreign
policy.

15 Davide Fiammenghi. “The Security Curve and the Structure of In-
ternational Politics: A Neorealist Synthesis”. The MIT Press: Interna-
tional Security. Vol. 35. No. 4 (SPRING 2011). pp. 140-150. Available
at: https://www jstor.org/stable/412896827seq=1
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From Polarization to Globalization in world politics. Oxford: Black-
well Publishers. 2002. P4.
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26 Ethan B. Kapstein and Michael Mastanduno. Op.Cit..
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Abstract

The “ROLE” perspective is the compass on which the various ac-
tors on the international scene swing. In other words, this role is under-
mined by the foreign policy that each of them pursues towards other
units based on its internal capabilities, the various variables imposed
by the regional and international system, in addition to the available
opportunities. Therefore, the behavior and the positions of the interna-
tional units are considered as an interpretation of those roles.

In the period that followed the end of the Cold War, the interna-
tional arena has witnessed an acceleration of many events as the
collapse of the bipolar system and the end of the conflict between
the eastern and western blocs. In this regard, the characteristics of
the system that would govern and organize the international system
after this stage, is manifested as a primary concern, this matter is
clearly imposing a new type of conflicts and challenges.

In light of the transformation of the international system and
the change of principles on which the foreign policies of countries
were based, hence this study attempts to search for the extent of the
impact of these challenges and changes on the features, objectives
and pillars of the French foreign policy. So as to identify the fea-
tures of stability and change in the French foreign policy towards
the countries of the Arab Gulf region. The latter, which has always
distinguished by its strategic importance in the international politi-
cal balance, thus an arena of attraction between the active forces in
the international community.

From this standpoint, the methodology of this research takes from
the French foreign policy towards the countries of the Arab Gulf re-
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gion as a dependent variable formed by a set of independent vari-
ables, which are POWER, INTEREST, and IDENTITY. Therefore,
this study is divided into two main parts. The first part, which is es-
tablishing the theoretical and conceptual framework of this research,
includes a set of theories derived from the major schools of inter-
national relations (namely, neo-realism, Liberal Utilitarianism, and
constructivism) in an effort to understand and explain the problematic
presented in this study, and then predict its future directions. The sec-
ond part, or the practical part, comes as an attempt to use the theory to
understand the reality of the French role in the Gulf region in light of
the developments and transformations of the post-Cold War period at
the international level, and the Second Gulf War at the regional level.

In the conclusion, this study came to clarify the extent of the
influence of the historical dimension in guiding the French foreign
policy. It is a crystal clear that this policy is saturated with values,
decision-making’ models and references of the French power in the
past, which was retrieved by the former French President Charles de
Gaulle after the World War II, and followed by the successive pres-
idents of France, each according to his own mechanisms and meth-
ods. Thus, these fixed French goals and principles are described to
be conceptual perceptions or legacies that France relies on to face
the challenges of the present and to orient the future tasks, seeking
to rise its rank in the global pyramid of power, and then advance its
role in order to preserve its global position.

Based on these perceptions, the study was able to identify the
dimensions of the French strategy in the Gulf region, which are
governed by the policy of SMART POWER. Thanks to its ability
to resort to soft-power means in addition to the means of military
force in order to achieve its rational goals, which is the search for
areas of influence and power (realistic orientation), with the pursuit
of economic and military interests and gains (liberal orientation),
while preserving the national identity and common European value
standards (constructivist orientation).
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