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system would constitute an obstacle for it to play roles in Iraq’s
internal or foreign policy.

The study reached several conclusions and results, among
which are that the religious authority in Iraq has doubled its
political role after the fall of the Iraqi regime in 2003.This was
reflected in its role in influencing issues related to the internal
and foreign policy of Iraq. The weakness of the political sys-
tem after 2003 and the emergence of many issues and signs of
instability that accompanied the American occupation gave the
authority space and a more role to take the lead in the political
scene in Iraq.

Although it does not adopt the principle of engaging in po-
litical issues, the intervention of the religious authority, espe-
cially the religious authority, Sayyid Ali al-Sistani, was under
justifications for the necessity of confronting what the public
interest imposes, in accordance with the legal balances. In that
context, the religious authority in Najaf has grown in its role in
influencing the paths of Iraqi foreign policy after 2003, espe-
cially those it sees as related to the sovereignty, stability, and
territorial integrity of Iraq, and not making it an arena for set-
tling regional and international accounts.

The study also reveals that the religious authority, with its
traditional behavior, so to speak, has played various political
roles in Iraq’s foreign policy without turning into a hierarchical
institution authority in the modern style.
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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the role of religious authority
and its effect on the foreign policy of the Republic of Iraq after
2003 till the present time 2021.The changes and events that
Iraq is going through after 2003 and make it necessary to estab-
lish a foreign policy that has the ability to build good relations
with all parties and enable it to regain its position so as to gain
acceptance in the regional and international community.

In this study, the focus will be on the non-state actor’s repre-
sentatives especially the role of religious authority which effec-
tively figured after the fall of the Iraqi regime in 2003, both in-
ternally and externally in Iraq. Moreover, the historical aspect
of the establishment of the scholarly estate and the religious
authority will be reviewed, and its position on political issues
in general and foreign policy in particular. Besides the above,
the political role of the religious authority before 2003 and the
nature of challenges it forced during that period, and its role
on internal and external political issues will be reviewed. This
is done for comparing it with the stage after the fall of Iraqi
regime in 2003 and the resulting transformations, which led to
the doubling of the role of religious institutions in Iraq.

On the other hand, the institutional authority and the most
important obstacles and impediments to its transformation into
formal, hierarchical system in the modern style as one of the
forms of civil society institutions will be identified. It will also
be known whether its failure to transform into an institutional
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